Heights and Depths

That not only censure, but condign punishment was merited in many
instances, is certain; and, had his lordship dismissed some officers
from the service, and caused some of the disorderly soldiers to be shot,
it would not only have been an act of justice, but probably a necessary
example. Had he hanged every commissary, too, who failed to issue
the regular rations to the troops dependent on him . , . it would only
have been a just sacrifice to the offended stomachs of many thousands
of gallant fellows.

In our brigade [continues Kincaid] I can safely say, that the order
in question excited more of sorrow than of anger; we thought that,
had it been particular, it would have been just; but, as it was general,
that it was inconsiderate; and we, therefore, regretted that he who had
been, and still was, the god of our idolatry, should thereby have laid
himself open to the attacks of the ill-natured.1

Lord Wellington took the responsibility for the failure
before Burgos entirely upon his own shoulders, and did not
attempt to lay any part of it on others. " I see ", he wrote
to Lord Liverpool, " that a disposition already exists to blame
the Government for the failure of the siege of Burgos* The
Government had nothing to say to the siege. It was entirely
my own act."a

As for his own disappointment and the withering of these
bright hopes with which he had started the Salamanca cam-
paign, Lord Wellington took it all with the philosophy of a
true sportsman.

... I played a game which might succeed [he wrote to a friend]
(the only one which could succeed), and pushed it to the last; and
the parts having failed, as I admit was to be expected, I have at last
laade a handsome retreat to the Agueda, with some labour and incon-
venience, but without material loss. I believe I have done right3

1 Kmcaid, Adventures, pp. $6, $7, $8.

2 Dispatches, Vol IX, p. 566.

a Supp. Despatches, Vol. VII^ p. 478.
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